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me liquor fron1 England. Ireland. Scot¬
land. Canada and Jamaica, and. while
there were no papers signed nor wi it-
ten agreement reached, they understood
that they were going to sell liquor to
all who cared to buy for cash. They
would indulge In no bootlegging. They

jected the laws of the United Statee.
Hut they equally did not intend to put
any prospective purchaser of their
stocks to a cross-oxamlnatton concern¬
ing his business plans. It was a cash
business. Inquiry was up to the port
officials.
Then, for the first time in the mem¬

ory of the oldest Inhabitant, a building
not Intended for government purposes
was erected on the wa:«r front. It is a
two story structure, by all means the
best looking and most modern business
house In Nassau. It was erected by the
Bahama Islands Import and Export
Company, which concern is said to have
the backing of the old Maryland Distill¬
ing Company of Baltimore and the Gott-
schalk Company of the same city. Two
American whiskeys are specialized In by
this Arm.Old Durham and Calvert. In
bold letters the names of these famous
distillations aro spelled out across the
front of the building, and in control of
the Nassau end of the Bahama Islands
Import and Export Company Is an ef¬
ficient American, who Is credited with
being as near the political boss of the
Bahamas as It Is possible for a human
being to be boss of a British colony
where the only elective offices arc those
comprising the local House of Assem¬
bly.

Ills name is Charlie Murphy.
From Government House to the least

of Grantstown's negro hovels Nassau
bails the power of Charlie Murphy the
Woolworth Tower of a one story town.
And, like the native merchants who for¬
sook dry goods and sieal, fruits and
cponges for liquor. Murphy is not to b*.
assoclated with bootlegging. He sells
American whiskeys to him who cares to
buy. You can buy one case or ten cases
o- a hundred cases or a thousand Cfcses.
You cun lug them home and drink them
or throw them into the ocean. That's no
concern of Murphy's.

Liquor Cost $15 a Case!
Now it must not be forgotten tnat

Nassau was all but bankrupt as late
as January 1. 1920. The merchants who
saw their salvation in liquor couldn't
get sufficient capital on their rusty
stocks to buy a second hand flivver.
Liquor cost money.an average of^ $15
a case imported from the United King¬
dom. Edwin Charley and Charles II
Artiaga, the distillers down in Jamaica,
demanded cash and scorned credit.
There were no distilleries in the Baha¬
mas. There are none now.

There was just one hope and that .ay
In the attitude of the only bank in the
colony.the local branch of the Koyal
Bank of Canada. They found that fa¬
vorable. Of course the Bahama Islands
Import and Export Company and the
Bahamas Products Corporation, L'rt..
which has its New York offices at 132
Front street, Manhattan, were more or
less independent of tho Canadian bank.
They were rich to begin with and what
money they might need would come

from New York. But the Royal Bank
of Canada took the notes of merchant
utter merchant, some for amounts near-
ing the hundred thousand dollars mark.
And the prosperity of the Bahamas wus
under way.

^ , , ,The only authoritative method of set¬
ting forth what happened then is to pro¬
duce the official figures of the port ot
Nassau, into which all liquor imports
were fetched. They are taken from
Gpv. Cordeaux's personal reports to the
crown. The figures arc here given in
dollars and it must be remembered that
tliey do not, on their face, tell the actual
story, inasmuch as the rate of exchange
has fluctuated.
The subjoined table accounts for 1913,

1919 and 1920. The official figures for
1921 have not been compiled, but the
ratio of increase was not only main¬
tained but doubled during the first six

months of this year.

, 1013 .

Quantity. Value.
Ale (gallons).... 10.88* $10,670
Brandy (gallons) in 2')7Gin (gallons) 19.240 10,207
Rum igallons) v.c,Whiskey (gallons)........ "{.> .

"

Whiskey (dozen quarts).. 2,.15 ..».»
Wine .....

ornAll other liquor and wines -l"

$58,290
Nineteen hundred and twenty was the

first year that Nassau's imports. Includ¬
ing everything from bees to booze,
amounted to $1,000,000. And In 19-0
booze alone aggregated $1,114,119. Nas¬
sau la the pnly port of entry In the
Bahamas. No record of liquor exports
Is kept.

Whiskey I* Kin* In Nassau.

Before Indulging In the only other
statistical table of which this account
of Nassau's regeneration will be guilty
It must. be understood that Ruch was

the rush of business at the first of this
year that local merchants who had gone
Into the wholesale booze traffic ,to their
last farthing failed to realize that the
glutton must expect Indigestion and that
continued banqueting is conducive to
well developed cases of gout and gas-
trltls.
The mounting Imports continued to

mount They Imported twice as much
whiskey in January, 1921, (is they did in
June 1920. They kept on ordering large
consignments in February and March
They enlarged their figures In April and
May Whiskey had the call In the
Rtatos. Whiskey became king In Nassau.
A negro, unable to read or wrl e. would
come into a Bay etreet hat-
less. shoeless and all but shirtless.

"Boss man. please, suh. gimme a hun

WW. **> ot

"»«¦. "uK ""

bill read a dollah mo' fo' each case than

5 °"T° akeoff,' hey 1"
Or a" sweating American would corns

^""Can*you let me have 2.900 eases of
whiskey.rye and Scotch. A"Y-fl ty -

West End. Grand Bnhama, day after
m "NoTbut you can have It on the wharf,
here. In Nassau. That's where our inter¬
est ends."

"All right: how much?'
A little figuring, and then th« an

swer:
"Fifty thousand dollars.
.'Fair enough."
And the cash would he transferred

next morning on the dock.cash.
From all this the local Bahamian

Government continued to reap wealth
A new tariff, designed to do no damage
to tho Bahamas, had been drawn up. The
new Import duties Imposed a tax of 5s
on every' gallon of alcohol: 2s. 6d. on ale
wry gallon; fl 4s. on every gallon of!
brandy ; cordials. 50 per cent, ad valorem :

gin 10e. per gallon : porter, 2«. (id. per
gallon rum, 8s. a gallon ; stout, 2s fld.
per gallon: whiskey, 12e. a gallon, and £1
4s. per doxen reputed quarts. Wines of
. 11 kinds pay 50 per <ent. ad valorem.

n«im Knrtches Government.

Thua the Bahamian Government was
enriched to the extent of $680,648 on

liquor import duties alone In 1920. Ah'
yielded $7,684 : brandy. $4,732: gin.
$89,236: rum. $61,572: whiskey, $485,-
4;i0; wines. $31,924. and cordials and
the like. $3,064.
And remember that this Is computed

gt tho low rat© of exchange. The aver-

ago rate for 1920 waa $3.75 to the Eng¬
lish pound.

Regularly Uoren A. Laturop. the
American Consul at Nassau, makes re¬

ports to the State Department. The
State Department knows precisely what
is going on. Probably Washington
laughs as heartily as Nassau at the
American newspaper references to

mystery Hhlps. There is no mystery.
The vast majority of the liquor carriers
leaving Nassau either do not show
liquor on their manifests, having cleared
in ballast and shipping the stuff after
having cleared, or clear with booze for
another island in the archipelago.prin¬
cipally Gun Cay and Grand Bahama.a
process entailing no technical difficul¬
ties or embarrassments.
There is therefore no export tax. At

Grand Bahama, of which much will be
said subsequently, there are nine huge
warehouses. It is perfectly legal to
ship liquor from island to island. The
State Department knows that the motor
boats, submarine chasers. fishing
schooners and what not. all flying me
British flag, carry the stuff to Grand
Bahama and Gun Cay, forty-flve miles
from Florida. It is all quite within
Bahamian and international law. And
tho law is not broken at Giand Ba¬
hama or Gun Cay. Anybodv in the
world, provided he has the cash, can

purchase booze at either of these Jump¬
ing off places. As has been said herein
before, you are privileged to do what
you choose with the stuff onco you pur¬
chase it. That's your affair. Nassau
is too busy attending to its own busi¬
ness these days to Interfere with that
of its customers.

Of course it is desirable that the
schooner or other vessel leaving the Ba¬
hamas for a run up the American coaoff
fly tho Union Jack and sail under Brit¬
ish registry. American ships were mak¬
ing the change almost over night, rne
recent rulings of the United States Ship-
ping Board have made it moie difficult
to transfer a Shipping Board vesselB
registry. The idea was to make it im¬

possible. But an American lawyerspending a few days in Nassau said to
Thk Nbw York Herald reporter.
"We can receive permission to change

a Shipping Board boat's registry quite
easily. It can't be done in welvehours
any more but it can be done in the time
it takes a letter to travel from Florida
to Washington and from Washington
back to Florida. You can do almost,
anything" if you know how.'

Incidentally, this lawyer used to be in
the employ of the Government of the
United States. Now he is prospering as

the legal representative and adviser fo
the bootleggers.

Tough Days for Bootleggers.

About the first of June, 1921, the
prosperity of Nassau came upon a reef.
The business of supplying America, with
liqour began to slow up. There was

just as much demand in the States.
There was plenty of llqaor on nan
There were penlty of boats. There was

no dearth of human beings willing to
¦nan the ships at fancy prices and fat
bonuses for every case landed on -lie
shores of Grand Bahama, Gun Cay or

even Florida Itself. There were st 11
plenty of hardy sailor men eager to
sneak the booze laden schooners up the
American coast to Georgia Delaware.
New Jersey, Long Island and New hng
'1
But as Blinlnl Buffered from too

much advertising, so were the other
Bahamian units withering under pub¬
licity. Tho prohibitionists in the Spates
and" the multiplying drys in England
were aroused. Pressure was exerted
here arid there along the American coast
and even in the Bahamas. Policemen
sheriffs and prohibition officers who had
maintained a clean record of no arret is

began to be nasty and the well known
bootleggers were told to "cutUoutfor
a while" and take a trip until the tem¬

pest should subside.
Down here In Nassau, two or thiee ot

the merchants went to the Royal Lnnl-
if Canada for extensions on their notes
Vorv flrmlv and with characteristic
courtesy O. H. Gamblin. manager ..fine
Nassau branch, informed them that it

-1920-

»MiIV
l'i«i 5 434 43,11* 192'.731

36.430 ft;®"
19.310 0:..49» 881.191

.... 8.538

»224.431 81.114.119

would be inconvenient to make sv.r.h
extensions. The bank was all right
and the merchant was quite all right
But something had happened One of
the most trustworthy of the Crowns-
representatives talkod over the situa¬
tion with Thk New York Herald s re¬

porter.
"I am not in position to make defi¬

nite statements." he said. "But do you
know I shouldn't be at all surprised if
it turned out that not so long ago
Washington wrote a very courteously
worded note to Downing Street and that
Downing Street replied to the effect that
Washington was quite right about It.
And then. It seems to me, Sir Herbert
Holt, president of the Itoyal Bank of
Canada, sitting In his offices in Mont¬
real, may have received a letter from
Downing Street.

"It is not at ail Improbable, you
know, that Sir Herbert wrote to his
Nassau branch, and there you have it
At ail events, money is damned tight
In Bay street, Nassau. We have mer-

chants liquor rich. They havo cnor-

mous stocks of liquids that they cannot
liquidate. What?"
That he was quite correct was proved

at once.
. . .On August 8. the still dazzled mr-

charfa of Nassau, still making great
profits despite the faot that there was
ovesrv surface indication that tho 1u»i
season was about to set in and that
depression was settling over the Bahama
liquor traffic, received the shock of tbcli
recent lives bv receiving abrupt letters
from G. H. Hnmhlin. local manager for
the Roval Bank of Canada.
The following letter, received by one

Arm, Is typical!
"Under dato of July 29, I hnve re-

reived from the genera! manager a let-
ter Instructing me to request all my cus¬
tomers to make substantial payments on
account of advances for liquor during
the present month. Will you therefore
be good enough to look forward to
paving such a reduction on or before the
31st Instant?"
Inasmuch as 95 per cent, of the present

business of Nassau comprises the Impor-
tntion of liquor from the United King¬
dom and Its colonies and. furthermore,
that about 80 per cent, of this Industry
is being carried on on borrowed money, it
Is not difficult to picture the effect these
letters had upon the merchants who had
Invested the last farthing they could
command and commandeer in bonze,
There were the rnaklncs of a first class
panic. Between eight and ten million
d -llars worth of booze on hand soaking
Up carrying charges! And n sudden
stezure of virtue stimulating American
law enforcement agencies to unexpected
Industry!
There waa nothing lo do but to ael'

for cash.sell and undersell. Beloved
profits would have to go. The bank was
demanding cash. The next step would be
an agreement by Downing Street to put
i stop to the entire business. That
might be done by banning further -x-'
ports of hard t'ouor into Nassau. And
then someone discovered, or declared
he had discovered, that Washington had
written to London along these very
lines. Concentrated worry filled .he
Nnrsaovlun breast.
Be that as It may, the fact remains

that to-day In the thirty-one groat
wart-houses owned by the British Crown,
in the two big storage spaces owned by
the Bahamian Government, in all the
emergency storage places drafted into
service by the local merchants there
are vast stores of booze that eventually
wir be consumed hv American*, but which
at this writing are nothing hut drains
uj>on the pocketbooks of their owners,
There arc charges to be paid and In-
terest to be met, and many of these
merchants have invested their utmost
farthing in those stocks.
Of course, thi-i state of affairs is but

temporary. AVlthin reasonable time the
furor of the mystery ships and zeal of
frightened constables will abate. The
traffic will resume its wonted briskness.
But a deal of worrying Is to bo noticed
in Nassau Just now,
The attitude of the Bahamian Govern¬

ment toward all this bootlegging and
bootlegger supplying Is one of good na-
tured tolerance. Indeed, It may be said
that it Is one of glad acquiescence. From
Gov. Cordeaux down to the least of the
negro constabulary it Is recognized that
Ihunke should be offered for prosperity.
Salaries of local office holders have been
increased. As outlined above, the colony
has dissolved its debt and begun to make
itself presentable. You may go to any
of the crown's representatives or to any
member of the only elective body in the
local government, the House of Assem¬
bly, which corresponds to our American
House of Representatives, and ask them
what they think of the situation.
Their reply never varies:
"We are breaking no law. "We are a

lswabldlng people. We sell legitimate
merchandise to any buyer with tihe
necessary money. If we break the laws
we will be punished. You are at liberty
to investigate us from top to bottom.
We rather like the idea of your doing It."

"But, see here," you tell them, "this
business of supplying booze to boot¬
leggers is adding nothing to Nassau's
reputation. First you made money as
pirates.back in the days of Blackboard,Capt. Bob Kidd, Dennis Mackarty, old
Hornygold and the rest of them. Then
you suffered poverty until wrecking
flourished out on the Bahama bank.s.
Later on you took to blockade running.
during the American civil war, you know
.and when that war was over and
your occupation killed, you had to wait
until filibustering to Cuba became the
rage until you regained your financial
feet again. That came to an end, and
now you're bootlegging."

But If you expect that sort of Indict¬
ment to have effect you are wasting
time.

Knm, Lime Jnice nnd Grenadine.

"My dear fellow," its the reply, "you've
come down to the tropics from the north
In the middle of a hot summer. Prob¬
ably the sun Is too much for you. Have
you tried my new combination of rum,
lime juice, ice and grenadine? Let's give
it the up and down, as they say in your
beloved States."

Because of the present and probably
only temporary slackness of the market,
and because the local merchants need
ready cash to meet interest and other
carrying charges, prices have slumped.
Scotch whiskey-.the popular brands.
has sold on the wharf in Nassau for $40
a case. You can get It for $23 now.
There are three kinds of gin obtain-
abl in great quantities.London Gordon
dry gin, New York Gordon dry gin and
London-New York Gordon dry gin. The
tatter variety of this popular drink was

selling for 5 shillings 6 pence a bottle
here last week.
Halg & Halg, Johnnie Walker, the

British Buchanan whiskeys. White
Horse ami other well known brands are
being shipped to Grand Bahama and
Gun Cay for cost.about $15 a case at
the average. The profits of the ven¬
turesome booze runner, therefore, have
leaped skyward, for there Is no report
here that the American drinking masses
are reaping any of the benefits of cut
rates in Nassau.
To be sure, the whiskey that leaves

here for America (or the vast majority
of it, at any rate) is diluted. General!:,
speaking, they throw the contents of
twenty barrels of whiskey into a vat.
To that is added ten barrels of rain
water and three barrels of kick that the
writer failed to have analyzed, but
which is known as German pplrlts
Earnest endeavor to obtain the chemical
formula for these German spirits met
with rebuff.

"Secret stuff, kid." said the authority
thereon. "Secret stuff."
A mere trifle like that, however. Is of

no consequence to Americans, for they
have paid as much as $150 a case for
it In the States. It is common enough
to get $100 a case for it. This diluted
whiskey Is, of course, bottled right hero
In Nassau. Some Idea of the magnitude
of the industry l« to be grasped through
the statement of a Nassauvian printer
who took the writer through hl.s estab-
lisliment.

Milking a Fortune in I.nliels.

"You sec these," he asked, exhibiting
a series of rum, whiskey and gin labels.
"Well, label printing has been my sal¬
vation. We were rather up against it
for work. Just about ready to call our¬
selves a failure. Now we're turning
out labels and these narrow stickers that
go up over the cork.not revenue
stamps, of course, but Just labels. For
Mr. I'm turning them out in lots
of 25,000. For Mr. 1 am printing
10,000 at a time. Pretty good business."
The New York Herald reporter ex-

amined these labels and compared them
with the originals. Only close exam¬
ination revealed a difference. The casual
observer would never detect it.
And that sort of business has not

made the traffic better. Pinder, Collins
& Brown, Nassau agents for Macklc £.
Coy, Distillers. Ltd., of Glasgow, have
taken to newspaper advertising to prove
that the stuff they sell is Simon pure
In the Nassau Guardian and Bahama
Islands Advocato and Intelligencer of
July 26 Pinder, Collins & Brown caused
this advertisement to be printed:

"IMPORTANT.
"Warning to the Public.

"In Great Britain there is an art of
Parliament which prohibits the sale for
consumption there of whiskey which is
not at least three years old. This is an
excellent law, and a protection to the
many consumers who are not Judges of
quality. It does not, however, apply to
exported whiskey, the idea being that
overseas governments should protect
their own people.
"The b«st known proprietary brands

of whiskey arc, of course, much older
than the minimum three years allowed.
The 'White Horse* has established Its
reputation on quality, and its age Is f ir
above the fixed legal minimum, being
from eight and ten up to fourteen
years.

"At present there Is a tendency on the
part of certain firms to export new raw

whiskey of Inferior quality under faney
labels, against which consumers should
be on their guard, and should insist on

having only proved brands of established
reputation. It would be in the interest
of true temperance if the overseas public
would petition their legislators to pass
an act similar to that now in force in
Great Britain, viz.. that all spirits sold
for home consumption shall be of
minimum age of three years. 'White
Horse' whiskey has always retained its
pre-war standard of age and quality.
"Mackle & Coy, Distillers, Ltd., Glas¬

gow, London, Islay, Uleiilivet. Binder,
Collins & Brown, sole agents for the
Bahamas."
How the mystery ships are loaded,

who loads them and who is responsible
for their existence is another story. And
it will require separate telling to set
forth the personal side of the traffic,
How Bahamian politics threatt n to undo
this latest Nassauvlan prosperity w'll be
dealt with in subsequent articles. Thus
far the writer has but ruffled the sur¬
face of the booze situation in the colony
whose lofty motto is: "Expulsis Piratia
Jtentitxita Commercia."

The article to be published by
The New York Herald to-morrow

will describe scenes attending the
loading of thousands of cases of

liquor aboard former "Gloucester
fishermen," bound for ports along
the Atlantic seaboard.

SEA SMUGGLERS LOSE
675 GALLONS OF RUM

Two Men Who Got It 4 Miles
Out Seized at Gloucester.

Gloucester, Mass, Aug. 21..An at¬

tempt to smuggle a large quantity of

liquor ashore at a wharf here early to¬
day was interrupted by a detachment of

Gloucester police. Paul Scola and A.

Chlsholm, a fish merchant, were ar¬

rested and 675 gallons of liquor was

confiscated.
Wnen the officers arrived they found

thirty-five ten gallon cases already
transferred to the wharf, with twenty-
five similar cases and three twenty-five
gallon cases aboard a lighter lying
alongside. Scola is said to have told
the police that the liquor was procured
from a vessel four miles of Thatcher's
Island.
Chlsholm and Scola were released in

$290 bonds each and will have a hear¬
ing to-morrow.

RAILROAD VETERANS MEET.

\f« England Association Attends

Its Annual Outing.

Providence, Aug. 21..More than 1.800
members of the New England Associa¬
tion of Railroad Veterans attended an
annual outing at Crescent Park, neur

here, to-day. many delegates coming
from distant parts of New England.

Past President Amos H. Brown, the
oldest conductor In active service in the
1'nitod States, was the principal speakei
following a shore dinner. He has been
on duty sixty-two years.
A special session of the association in

Worcester September 11 to inaugurate
an expansion campaign was authoriz 1

James McCreery & Co.
Our Annual August Sale

Is Now in Progress

WINTER OVERCOATS
FOR MEN AND YOUNG MEN

.50

Coats identical with these will
sell from «48-50 to $53-50 when
the winter season begins

This Winter:.
Unless we have a mild winter, there will he a real shortage of men's clothing and winter
footwear. Our advice to wool growers is.don't needlessly sacrifice your wool Our advice
to textile mills is increase your production of staple, well-made goods. Our advice to
retailers is.get in a good stock of medium priced suits, overcoats an 1 footwear of good
quality. Our advice to individuals is -buy ydtir winter suit and overcoat now. Never
mind it if is the hottest day of the yearl

From Bahson's Financial Report of July 19th, 1!!21

On last Monday, the first day cf our sale, a represen¬
tative of one of the largest manufacturing concerns in
New York said, "Why, it would be the easiest thing in
the world for me to sell this entire lot of coats at $35.00
wholesale." That proved most conclusively that we did
well in following the advice in the above report, for now
we can offer our patrons those fine Winter coats at
what may actually be called less than wholesale.

Furthermore, these coats are most carefully tailored
and are models that will be worn this Winter. Included
are Storm Ulsters, 'I own Ulsters, Ulsterettes, Slip-ons
8nd smart, loose-fitting Raglans. There are both Im¬
ported and Domestic fabrics and all are one-quarter
satin lined ^ith satin lired sleeves. Sizes 33 to 46.

Overcoats uill he stored free of charge until November 1st, 1921.

In the Men's Shop on the Second Floor
Use the 5th Avenue Entrance

% AUttiatt &
MADISON AVENUE-FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

Thirty-fourth Street Thirty-fifth Street

For to=day (Monday)
11(D),(D)(0)(D) Yards of

Alfl=silk Crepe de Chine
(choice heavy quality; 40 inches wide)

in forty of the shades in demand for the Autumn
season, including1 flesh-tone and the new French

orchid; as well as white and black

at tine extraordinarily Sow price of

,95per
ii (Department on First Floor)

An Extraordinary Sale of

50=inch All=silk
Drapery Taffeta

at $3 ollS per yard
(Decorative Fabrics section, Fourth Floor)

They don't drink milk
in China

THOUGH they were an old else is the production and dis-
race before America was tribution of milk placed on such

known to he in the world, a sound, scientific basis,
through centuries of civiliza- What u the resu]t?
tion the Chinese apparently
have never discovered the food Compare the average Amer-
value ofmilk. ican child with any other. You

Little children die like flies '*¦ ^as rnore vitality,
in the first frost. They are be- more energy, more of that life-
set by many and strange sick- force whifh «ives the fullest
nesses. To a Western mind the participation in the sheer joy
bringing into the world of so 'iv'nS-
many children and their whole- Give your children all the
sale infantile death rate is ap- milk they want. Drink it your-
palling. The adult Chinese is sc\{t for> as pr> Roya| g.
invariably short ot stature, Copeland, Health Commis-
lacking in vigor and energy. sioner of the City of New York,

Here we know the value of says, "New York's milk is the
milk.more so perhaps than in best in the world and the
any other country. Nowhere cheapest food at the price."

Dairymen s League Co-operative Association, Inc.
utica, N. Y.


